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The Soil Support Program launched in 2009 is based on a
three-pillar principle. Following completion of the program in
2015, the 11 measures should be economically feasible
without additional incentives and be pursued further.

Since the late 1950s agricultural production on
arable land has been strongly Intensified.
Switzerland Is characterized by sloping and
undulating areas as well as a cool and wet climate
with annual precipitations of 1000 mm and more.

Therefore, soil erosion is a major concern in arable i education & catalog of monitoring &
farming. In addition, axle-loads of farm machinery -/ extension Measures semiiiel
have _mcregsed significantly du_rlng the Ias_t decade | field days environmental monitoring on
resulting In pronounced soil compaction and i training courses | | targets ilot farms:
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combines the conservation of natural resources with Substitution of non-selective herbicides: Winter wheat — using one-third of the seed density — and corn precision options - air quality
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approach. Innovative private contractors made a
valuable contribution to promoting no-tillage
technigues among farmers. At the same time,
countrywide awareness about no-tillage was
successfully raised through consulting, publications,
fleld trials and demonstration plots, field days as well
as the national discussion platform SWISS NO-TILL
(nttp://www.no-till.ch). The area under no-tillage
Increased constantly, reaching 17,000 ha or nearly
5% of the arable land (Schneider et al., 2010).
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Contributions Profitability / Sustainability Conclusion

Average crop yields (1995-2014) in the Oberacker long-term field experiment. All Average profit margin Il (CHF/ha) of crops grown between 2009 and 2014 » On a national level within the agricultural pOlICy
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: Spring peas 8 425 a 373 b 113.7 =
winter cereals 150 300 Spring field beans 6 30.9 a 26.3 b 117.3 2000
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sown meadow / green fallow 0 200 Yields and archived records of the field operations provide Weed control under no-tillage (NT) and plowing (PW) .
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